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	To be, or not to be: that is the question:
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And by opposing end them.
(From Hamlet by William Shakespeare)  



I’m in the same boat as many others these days, faced with a dilemma. I’m without doubt an Independent Scientologist but the Church of Scientology is unaware of it because I fly “under the radar”. It is hard to miss the fact that Scientology is off the rails but it’s one thing to see it and quite another to overtly and openly do something about it because that would make me starkly visible to the suppressive forces that run it, at least that’s the appearance.

The dilemma is echoed in William Shakespeare’s passage from Hamlet quoted above which is strangely apt, and it begs the question: should I leave my identity hidden and just continue to write articles under the pseudonym of T. Paine, as and when I can, or I should “go public” and make my identity known? 

In writing the T. Paine articles I have used personal knowledge of the scene in Scientology or I’ve used my own experiences (or the knowledge and experiences of those very close to me) but I have been unable to include many specific details and I have been unable to tell my own story, because had I done so, forces within the Church would have realized my identity and cost me my livelihood as a minimum (I work for a dyed-in-the-wool follower of Scientology fashion) and there are other troubles they could bring to my door.

But, remaining hidden I have been powerless to influence the cause in many other ways -- I was staff for more than thirty-one years. And saying to myself: “well, I am making a contribution with my articles” no longer seems enough. Others I know are doing far more. And is it not a fact, as Marty so accurately points out, that per LRH, the only power and threat the suppressives hold over me is really the power to enturbulate? Something I must grant them and indeed worsen by staying connected to people like Miscavige, if only by the thin thread of a pretense.

So why the uncomfortable sensations as I struggle to make up my mind? Which seem magnified by the fact that no one is putting any pressure on me -- it’s purely my decision which means if for some reason things go wrong, there is no one with whom I can share responsibility. It’s truly a matter of personal conscience. And the very fact that I am left alone to make the decision speaks volumes of my friends.

So, in order to make up my mind and decide on the right course of action I turn to LRH references. Reviewing a great many, two stand out as stunningly applicable. The first is from Handbook for Preclears, in which LRH refers to the above quote from Shakespeare when he says:

“The first item in the ideal state is I AM. Shakespeare was quite correct with his question, 'To be or not to be?' When a man is trying to make a decision, that decision breaks down into a matter of choosing one of two courses: TO BE or NOT TO BE. The highest level of the desirable state is I AM. No doubts of the advisability of being, no qualms about the future. The lowest level on a survival course would be I AM NOT. In between we have the doubts and writhing and indecisions of the weary, the angry, the frightened. When a man has made up his mind as to a course of action, he is only then comfortable. So long as he hangs in a "maybe" on any decision, he is uncomfortable. In any course, there are just two decisions possible: To assume a STATE OF BEINGNESS or to assume a STATE OF NOT-BEINGNESS.”

The second is from a tape entitled "The Deterioration of Liberty" in which LRH says:

“When you have reduced liberty, it means you must be scared. When a man is afraid, he doesn’t perceive, so it almost always happens that that of which one is afraid doesn’t exist.

“Definition: Fear is a state of imperception; fear is an unwillingness to confront.

“If one cannot confront, he cannot become aware of.  So, if one is unwilling to confront, then he doesn’t know what he is confronting, and he doesn’t see what is in front of him.”

In reviewing those LRH quotes I realize four things:

I had incorrectly assumed that the uncomfortable sensations I experienced related to fear of future consequences when in fact they were the common feelings anyone undergoes when in the throes of having to make an important decision. 

Any fear of “dire consequences” was really a misperception of those consequences. There was nothing Miscavige or his cronies could really do to me.

I would operate better not PTS -- not connected to Miscavige. And thus I would be in better shape and better situated to solve any future problems or overcome barriers.

The decision comes before the handling. It is not a matter of doing some handlings and THEN making the decision, if and when I can. That would be a reversal of truth. It is a matter of making the decision and then carrying it into effect with responsibility.

It suddenly seems silly that I actually go out of my way to pretend to be connected to Miscavige and the church. So I make my decision -- I will no longer “fly under the radar.” I am going public with my views and position. The uncomfortable feelings subsided – as LRH said they would -- once the decision was made. 

I feel empowered, more alert and determined which is very useful because I will need those faculties to develop a plan and carry it out. Making the decision to go public was an act of increased responsibility not an excuse to cause mayhem to my dynamics. I will need to take a broader and higher level of responsibility for three key areas of my life:

       A. How to continue to do the Bridge for self and others,
       B. Connections (family and friends),
       C. My livelihood. 
I find that being an Independent Scientologist -- wanting nothing further to do with Miscavige Scientology -- actually opened more doors for me than it closed. I had no problem solving the above three issues once I  made up my mind. There was damage caused by OSA, there is no doubt of that, but the increased advantages far outweighed the disadvantages.

And I experienced the warmth of real friendships; I find independents to be anything but fair weather friends. As my wife remarked it is truly inspiring to experience genuine and lasting friendship and going independent shows you who your real friends are.

I soon realized that before the decision I had been living under a dark cloud, and that I had been experiencing at least an inkling, a flavor of what it must have been like for someone of the Jewish faith living under the Nazis. Constantly wondering when I might make a verbal slip or give myself away or when one of my “friends” might sell out my family and me to appease the “authorities.”

Until I stepped out into the light I had not recognized how dark, cold and damp it was under that dark cloud.

I like the feel of the warmth out in the light.

I’m never going back.

Written by T. Paine

[This article was written some time ago. Events have moved on at quite a pace in my personal life -- after OSA discovered my identity and that of my family. New articles by way of explanation will follow shortly.]
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#
TRUTH
2009-11-19 03:40
This is a great post T.Pain.  I always enjoy your writings and am glad to see you as part of the Independent Scientologist. You are very valuable to this team.
What is your real identity?  





 




	

	
		
 




#
T Paine
2009-11-19 09:29
Coming soon Truth-Truth, coming soon.





 




		

	

		
 




#
WomanSetFree
2009-11-19 07:09
I must say that when I first read/heard Mark Rathbun's story, my initial thoughts were: 
OMG, this must be exactly how normal Germans felt when they were told by invading Americans in WWII of the immense atrocities committed just down the road from them; of which they either had no direct knowledge or had convinced themselves were somehow justified. 
I left the Int Base in March of 1991 and while I had no direct knowledge of beatings, etc. I knew that something was not right and chalked it up to, "I am not cut out for this." I had decided that my purposes lay along other lines and convinced myself that if I got myself off Int lines then the out-tech and off-policy would have a chance to be solved by those with more wisdom and authority than I had access to. 
I now know that the situation did not improve but deteriorated, horrifyingly. I cannot help feeling responsible on some level for not doing more to help my fellow staff and only acting to save my own skin. On the other hand I have been told by those who know and love me that this is a burden perhaps that I should not take on. In any event I have decided that my silence has contributed to allowing corruption, off policy and out tech to flourish. I CAN do something about that, I CAN speak up. 





 




	

	
		
 




#
T Paine
2009-11-19 15:18
 
Good for you WomanSetFree. I know the kind of feelings you are talking about though. A left the Int base only a matter of months after you.





 




		

		
 




#
Inky
2009-11-21 16:25
WSF, Your story is so similar to my own.  "I am not cut out for this" is how I felt when I left staff.  I felt things would get better if I wasn't there.  I left staff in 92.  

I have been hiding for 17 years.  Just a few right indications have lifted off these clouds and made me more myself, for which I am immensely grateful to Steve and Marty and Geir and T. Paine... and the list goes on.  

I feel brighter somehow =D

But I do feel, as I did then, that I am powerless to speak up.  But my willingness to speak up is not an issues (anymore!).  I've shut myself off from so many Scientologists for all these years.  My biggest burden seems, to me, to be how to help someone else jump that hurdle of reality.  That's what I'm working on now.





 




		

	

		
 




#
jim logan
2009-11-19 07:49
T. Paine,

The power you generate with any beingness you assume is felt and appreciated and held in respect and even awe. 

Jim Logan





 




	

	
		
 




#
T Paine
2009-11-19 09:33
Jim, all I can say is that you are a true friend and I can't wait to meet again in person.





 




		

	

		
 




#
Eldon Braun
2009-11-20 04:01
I know this is third on your list, but it may be easy to handle. Check out the labor laws in your state ahead of time. Document whatever you can to demonstrate you've performed well in your job. And then, if your employer threatens to fire you because of your decision, say it's religious discrimination. Drag a lawyer into it and negotiate a settlement to tide you over until you can find a "wog job." You'll be happier out of there anyway, but there's no reason not to get a nice severance package. 





 




		

		
 




#
RJ
2009-11-20 04:11
T Paine I can totally understand if you want to stay out in the cold, just a while longer.

Being a covert operative ain't a bad gig either :-)
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#
T Paine
2009-11-20 06:17
Thanks RJ and Eldon.

For the record: I am no longer under the radar, OSA know this without doubt and the rumor is that I am declared -- OSA's latest tactic, declare by rumor. I am simply putting the finishing touches to my declaration of independence article before going broadly public.





 




		

		
 




#
Thought provoking
2009-11-21 16:26
Your article is very inspiring and the references mentioned are quite applicable to anyone who is identity inhibited.  I especially liked the part of relating the occurrence of fear to the making of an important decision.

I actually felt that even just reading the internet these past few weeks. It has been ingrained that the stuff you read on the internet is evil, imagining the sec checks and lowers that would be the result of doing so. I had to remind myself that finding truth where there have been lies can never be considered evil. I have never doubted being a Scientologist but I am certain that I am no longer a member of the Church of Scientology as it currently stands.  I will disseminate the info on this site as well as that from Marty's blog to those I can.  Unfortunately, it is limited as I have been declared, but I do still have some comm lines I can reach.

Thank you for all out there who have had the courage to persevere despite danger, kept their integrity in and made the truth known. LHR's tech is too precious to allow it to be degraded any more.
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#
Panther
2009-11-21 16:26
All power to you. I went independent very publicly on Marty's site recently and it was liberating, which incidentally is exactly the word I used in answer to a local OT V who asked me how it was to ask "awkward" questions of OSA. I could equally have used words like "invigorating" "life-affirming" and many others which collectively could be known as being de-PTSed.

Your articles are powerful and incisive. You will do fine whatever happens. The affinity and goodwill in the independent field is something I NEVER experienced in 28 years in DM's CofS. Can't wait to see your full write-up!





 




	

	
		
 




#
Keeping Up
2009-11-22 13:34
"I went independent very publicly on Marty's site recently"

Panther...which Independent out of the closet poster were you?  Just curious as usually once out, actual real names are used when posting.
Thanks!





 




		

	

		
 




#
Eldon Braun
2009-11-24 15:26
Hey Kiddo, 
You say you paid off a $100,000 freeloader debt? Demand it back immediately. It is illegal to charge for on-the-job training in California. Just have a lawyer send a letter. 

Please don't feel bad about taking advantage. They have a lot of money piled up. The more you get, the less harm they can do to other people.





 




		

		
 




#
Panther
2009-11-24 19:54
Well I didn't have to wait very long! Wow - Haydn your write up is incredible. It's thrilling you are there. We met once actually at Birmingham Org in the 90s. The Org as it was then was legendary and the talk of the scientology world, in the UK at least. If you need or want anything from here don't hesitate to let me know. Your family are a credit to you and I wish you all every success. Your articles on this site are brilliant, insightful and laser accurate.

Best wishes,
Martin Padfield





 




	

	
		
 




#
Haydn
2009-11-30 10:00
Thanks Martin, truly appreciated. Sorry for the comm lag. Things moved on at such a pace I forgot to check this article.

And thank you for flying the flag in the old UK. It's where my heart resides.

I look forward to meeting up. I come to the UK once a year at least (have family there). We'll have to get together.



Haydn





 




		

	

		
 




#
Tom
2009-11-28 16:17
Nice post.  As I mentioned elsewhere, I have been pursuing my religion outside the aegis of the RTC regime, as is my right as a free being.

For this I was declared a Suppressive Person, and expelled from the "Church of Scientology", with no gradients applied.

In the interview I had with the Ethics Officer, I spent over an hour outlining my wins both in auditing and in life using and applying LRH materials.  I then outlined the differences I saw between the Applied Religious Philosophy of Scientology that I originally joined, and what is now called "The Religion of Scientology based on the works of L. Ron Hubbard."  Finally, I outlined my perceptions of David Miscavige, and how I arrived at the conclusion that he was an SP.  And given that conclusion, it was "Handle or Disconnect".  She told me that it was an incorrect observation.  I had mentioned the death of Stacy Moxen Meyer (of which she was not only aware, but who her children and friends had been very close to) as being unconscionable in ANY setting, and by ANY measure of Scn Technology.  (Get this now, this is an Org Ethics Officer...)  She emphatically stated that her death was an ACCIDENT.

I just looked at her and asked her (not in a smart alecky way, but just kind of matter-of-factly) "And what does LRH say about accidents?"

That was the end of that interview.  Two days later she called me and asked to meet so she could hand me my declare.  "We have to protect the group." was her statement.

And so it goes.  Her Confront of Evil (per HCOPL Ethics Officer, Character of)is completely nowhere, and she is in agreement with suppressive reasonableness in continuing to justify the out-tech, abuse and deaths being committed in the name of Miscavology and the "Golden Age of Tech".





 




		

		
 




#
jeremy
2009-12-05 14:30
Im en México, y yo había leído todo tuyo escribir nuevas empresas, y realmente admiro a usted. Toda su historia es grande. Lo que están haciendo inspirar a mis amigos mexicanos y anothers, thks mucho, para el efecto desPTS.

Bravo !!!!!





 




		

		
 




#
some girl
2010-04-18 08:03
Hi T,
I have been a public sci for 16 years, a few years ago whilst on my grade 4 i suffered a lot of suppression from staff, they tried to recruit me to the S.O and used EVERY mean possible: messing with my auditing, interviews, disconnections form friends, sec checking me, lies, and ARC x ing the hell out of me and it came to a point where I was losing more then wining on my auditing, ( it cant be called auditing as the auditors code was broken so many times ) I finely cracked, I feel in to grief, I just couldn't stop crying for 2 days! 

Then I made a decision ( at the time I believed that my eternity is held by scientology ) I said to myself, the only statistic that counts in scientology is happiness, am I happy? I was more miserable then I had been in years, I was in a forgin country, with no real friends only ronbots, out of touch with life, I was living in la la land, I said if this is happiness I would rather be sad! I had wasted the best years (and a tone of money) of my life chasing some rainbow, I was too scared to "lose" this stable data, but inside I was out, I know in my hart the Ron would have never wanted this!

 And I know that scientology as I knew it was gone, dead, maybe it never really existed ( there is no doubt that the tech is powerful and works, but after a certain level for me it stopped producing maybe, because you cannot be free in the face of so much criminality in the orgs )  

in any case I am no longer part of the "church" I consider myself a student of philosophy, I love Ron's works, but I allow myself to study other philosophies, do meditation, and NLP, I am free to think for myself and choose what works for me, its harder when you need to research all by yourself! But I am free, I used to feel I was committing an overt by studying "other practices" it took me some time to realize I am allowed to think for myself. 

Concerning your dilemma, I am not "out of the closet" people still think I am in, they know I am disaffected, I don’t think that at this time "coming out" would do any good, as the church is 1.1 and truth is was up the tone scale around 3.0 and above, so no real conversation would do any good, I have tried in the past and I got "oh really? Who told you that" type of comm, so just do the math, the greatest good for you, will it bring more benefit for you to come out? If so, go for it. I think that in the cases of key figures it is essential for them to come out as they are opinion leaders, when I saw all my past "herous" coming out it helped me to see I am right and no just "full of overts" these are people I believe and respect. 

Before these key figures came out, all I could find on line was pure BS, such as xeno net and just pure bigotry and hatred, I believe that this site is the most truthful site there is for scientologists having internal doubts.   
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											"Scientology has been taken over by a self-appointed dictator, David Miscavige, who has turned the Creed of the Church of Scientology, the Code of a Scientologist, and the Credo of a True Group Member on their heads and instituted the virtual practice of Reverse (Black) Dianetics..."  Learn More...
					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Opinion poll

											

	
			Is David Miscavige a crook?		
	
				
						
						
						
							100% YES						
					
	
						
						
						
							Probably yes						
					
	
						
						
						
							I don't know						
					
	
						
						
						
							Probably not						
					
	
						
						
						
							Absolutely not						
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													Website Links

											iscientology.org
Scientology Reviews
 Free and Able
 The Truth Rundown
Mike Rinder's Blog
  Friends of L. Ron Hubbard
 SaveScientology.com
 RediscoverScientology.com
  Karen de la Carriere
 Spiritual Freedom Zone
 A Guide for the Disillusioned
German Independents
 SuperPower fraud

Free Scientologists Israel
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													Stopping Scientology Working

											"Meet the abusive individual who turned Scientology into a cult, doesn't practice the religion himself, has refused auditing for 19 years, won't even do a course in Scientology. His technical alterations include the destruction of training, the re-definition of instant reads and FNs, violating the "No-Interference Zone" Policy for those on OT VII (with unnecessary sec checks every 6 months) resulting in unworkability. He tore apart international management. Abandoned dissemination programs. Contributed to Lisa McPherson's demise. And the list goes on..." Learn More...
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