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STRENGTH IN THE TRUTH 

	
	Senior Writer Central 
Marketing Unit '94 


In 2007, three years after engineering his own escape from enslavement within the Church of Scientology, Steve Hall set out to warn the public at large of a devious cult that controls and manipulates people through human trafficking. The immediate result was this website that has to date been visited by nearly 11 million people. The reason for his action was simple, it was the right thing to do. His personal knowledge of the inner workings of the very top of the organization provided a unique capability to warn others and keep them from harm.

As senior writer at Scientology's international headquarters, Steve Hall answered to and interacted directly with the leader of the Church, David Miscavige, for more than 10 years. The post of Senior Writer was considered one of the more important responsibilities at Scientology's international headquarters since it played a major role in shaping Miscavige’s personal image, along with the voice of an entire religion. The position also represented one of the world’s most difficult marketing challenges. What other subject has a more hotly-debated identity and hostile PR climate that is simultaneously undermined from within by a psychopath who's belligerent public temperament arouses never-ending skepticism, suspicion and doubt? Suffice it to say the task demanded not only world-class marketing skill but a philosophical understanding of Scientology that went beyond the norm. Steve’s consequent attempts to reform Scientology's cult mindset put him on a violent collision course with David Miscavige.


	
	1991, Steve portrayed Jesus in the 
book, "What is Scientology?"


For 25 years Miscavige had leveraged his unlimited power as Scientology czar to freely crush all potential rivals, whether real and imagined. Meanwhile, he intentionally and progressively worsened Scientology’s image to keep wealthy parishioners contributing to Scientology’s “war chest” to protect against perceived threats long after the Church made peace with the IRS and all the troops had gone home.


	
	Designed and built Flag's 1993 
"Preservation of the Tech Exhibit" 
earning over $2 million for CST.


Refusing to follow detailed orders because they were patently destructive, Steve soon found himself enmeshed in Miscavige's mighty human trafficking operation. Against a campaign of generalities, psychological abuse, sleep deprivation and physical violence, Hall’s antidote was decency. “I kept looking for answers and I found them. Eventually I realized I was trapped. The exit sign simply read 'stop being a victim and take responsibility for yourself.' It was time to start a new life.”


	
	 1993: Colwell, Steve & Peter 
painting 9' x 35' backdrop 
for the Flag Exhibit 



As Hall explains, “Sea Org Members are groomed to be tough. Nothing wrong with that. But Miscavige uses their character against them to hide his crimes and shift attention off himself. He had free reign to abuse anyone and everyone, commit every kind of financial irregularity, engage in blackmail, extortion and human trafficking, covering it all with relentless propaganda of his “good deeds” meanwhile offending the sensibilities and ethical standards of the world at large, which is not so easily duped. Adversarial by design, Miscavige screams obscenities and assaults people and instead of observing the obvious, staff become specialists in justified thought, afraid to rock the boat. 

“Miscavige’s legacy has taken Scientology into a dark place. The few remaining staff who continue to defend Miscavige are classic cases of the ‘battered person syndrome’ -- irresponsible slaves who continue to fabricate, condone criminality and blindly follow Miscavige’s orders with no understanding of the consequences."


	
	April 2004, just 1 month 
after leaving staff. Looked 
older then from suppression.




Despite all this, Steve does not feel the problem is unsolvable. “The solution to criminality is transparency. Miscavige claimed a rough, tough atmosphere keeps toxic personalities out. That’s not true. Toxic personalities thrive in chaos! Transparency is ruin for them.


	
	ABUSED? Feel free to leave at any time!
(Only $82,191 plus your spouse!) 




“The strength of our nation lies in the wisdom of our Constitution and our precious Bill of Rights. It also depends upon the freedom of religion since no religion is free unless they’re all free. But freedom of religion does not mean criminality in the name of religion.”

Starting in 1995, Steve began to use his position as Senior Writer to overhaul Scientology marketing and make LRH products and services relevant. Ads that robotically parroted survey buttons were replaced with marketing that was more sophisticated, fresh and humorous. And readers began to notice. For Dianetics he teamed up with Caroline Mustard and wrote, “When life becomes a battleground, your mind is the best weapon.” In 1997, he coined the tag line for Scientology still in use today, “Know Yourself; Know Life.” Scientologists who were there in the 1990s may remember the shift when Scientology's marketing took on on new life.

As Steve recalls, "The ads demonstrated it was possible for Scientology to be useful and valuable in solving life problems, instead of being a cult. Steve wrote Adventure Newsletter and made the R&D Volumes a success. Many more successful slogans followed and by 1998, interest in Scientology was actually growing... until Miscavige pulled the plug on Scientology advertising and gutted the marketing division.


	
	Erica and me in Paris, April 
2007 shortly after we met.
Married, May 2009. 


Years later Steve finally realized the problem wasn’t lack of marketing. It was criminality emanating from the top of Scientology. "I’ve known a staff member who hadn’t slept for days, cut off his fingers on a table saw because he fell asleep sawing wood, only to be kicked off staff by Miscavige for being ‘accident prone.’  Another worker grew so distracted from lack of sleep and not being allowed to see his family in LA that he forgot to raise the kickstand on his motorcycle, drove off and died moments later. Miscavige never mentioned any of these events. But when his own dog was run over by accident, Miscavige told everyone it was done on purpose. The fellow responsible was banished. Miscavige is not a religious leader, he’s a a violent psychopath.”

In 2004 Steve carried though on his decision to leave staff, and as a result Miscavige had him falsely labeled “suppressive,” disconnecting him from every friend he had known for 20 years. To further crush any resistance, Steve was simultaneously served with divorce papers before even being allowed to speak with his wife of 16 years; he was slapped with a bill for $82,181 -- a violation of labor laws; and he was threatened by a lawyer that if he ever revealed any of his experiences to the outside world he would instantly owe the Church millions. All that, in addition to the prospect of starting life over at 46 with no savings, no job, no insurance, no credit, no 401K, no contacts, no place to live... nothing.

Since Leaving the Sea Org

Using Scientology Steve started life over. Since disconnecting from David Miscavige he has experienced success. Today he’s happily re-married, with new family and a network of friends that span the globe. Based in Dallas, Steve is an expert in the fields of Internet marketing, web design, copywriting and advertising. He is also provider of SEO (search engine optimization) and this very website is a prime example, since at this writing it ranks on page one of Google out of some 8.98 million search results. As Steve puts it, “Anyone who can race 8.98 million people and finish in the top 10 has some skills.”


	
	Great Smokey Mountains National Park, North Carolina 
July 2009 Road Trip from Texas to Vermont
 




In addition, he's taking effective action to improve conditions for victims of the Church of Scientology. As he explains, “Sea Org members are indeed tough and I hope I’m a good example of that. But toughness doesn’t mean taking abuse, covering up or condoning criminality. It means doing what’s right. 

"These guys who just keep sweeping Miscavige's crimes and hostilities under the rug don't know what truth means. They don't understand what reality is. They're minions.

"Miscavige may try to discredit us. That's the same trick he played at the base so we're used to it. But the difference now is, we can speak out. And I for one am going to keep saying I saw him physically attack people, I saw him waste millions of dollars, and I saw his orders result in injury and death. We're the ones Miscavige couldn’t break.”



An avid entrepreneur since the age of 8, Steve is also co-owner of Sgt. Poopers® a Dallas, Texas company that has grown by leaps and bounds over the years. Sgt. Poopers is a conservation company headquartered in Dallas, Texas providing pet waste removal, disinfection, deodorizing, wildlife control, and more. As Park Rangers for the American Backyard™ their maintenance and disinfection protocols are designed to safeguard human and pet health, maintain the balance of nature, and protect land and water resources. A backyard contaminated by dog waste, germs, odors, poison fungi or disease-carrying insects is no walk in the park. Their ecological services protect and conserve the most precious parkland of all — the one you call home. It's like having a park ranger for your own backyard which is why they say, "We treat your yard like a National Park!®" Today they deliver more than 26,000 services per year. Visit their website at https://sgtpoopers.com or call them today at (214) 563-6379.

	
	
 The speed limit on the Blue Ridge Parkway is 45 mph. I was okay with that, 
especially after being surprised several times by deer in the road.


	
	Old Meets New: Ms. Mayberry runs the Trading Post & General Store  
alone now since her husband died last year... in the family since 1892. 
	
	Now that we don't need it: the perfect winding road for TWTH cover
(if you're from marketing you know exactly what I'm talking about) 
	
	Enjoying the moment: seeing my own videos for the first time in 
St Petersburg Times Truth Rundown "Strength in Their Numbers"
	
	Friends for life at the First Annual Vermont Reunion... 
make your plans now to be there next year!
	
	Peter & Carrie Cook, Mariette Lindstein & Dan Koon, Colwell Garth, George & 
Betsy Perkins, and Steve sit down for the best damn Swedish pancakes and 
Maple Syrup, amongst the best friends you can imagine on a day so 
beautiful it could only be Vermont.


Click here to watch Steve's videos!
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#
Ignazio
2009-10-09 07:41
Hi Steve, I remember you loong time ago. Good work.





 




	

	
		
 




#
Thoughtful
2009-12-21 09:06
Hi Ignazio, I remember you, too!!! Your story on this website is amazing!





 




		

	

		
 




#
Roberto Sánchez Núñez
2009-10-09 07:43
Hi Steve.

I appreciate you share this part of your life with us. Makes us more aware of things.

I´ll start by applying to do this Vermont trip!

Wish you even much, much, much more successes!

Roberto Sánchez Núñez





 




		

		
 




#
Margaret
2009-10-09 10:06
I love Vermont! In fact, grew up in the area.  There's nothing like a starry night in Vermont/New Hampshire/Maine, and the green mountains and farms are breathtaking.  Please let us know when the next gathering will be ... would love to join.
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starsawait
2009-10-28 23:47
I'm a 7th generation Vermonter, I might be able to show. From Colchester, but related to everyone in the northeast kingdom.
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Lawrence
2009-12-20 23:21
But this is Vermont. My friend Kenny goes there all the time to ski. But why Swedish?
Why not Vermont style?
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#
Thoughtful
2009-12-21 09:05
Carrie Cook was the cook and she's got the Swedish recipe -- boy where they good. Deep dish pancakes with Maple Syrup and Maple Cream. Wickedly good!
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#
Shaun Hart
2011-04-22 22:21
I too appreciate that you share this part of your life.

glad your doing well and exposing it all.

Its a great site. Im glad i found it.

Swedish pancakes , im looking them up now.





 




		

		
 




#
Michael Oprea
2012-08-27 21:38
Hi Steve,

I don't know if you're the same Steve Hall I was on staff with in Redondo Beach way back in the 70's or not but if you are, write me back.

Michael





 




	

	
		
 




#
Thoughtful
2012-08-27 22:17
Nope, sorry I'm from Texas. Never been to Redondo Beach. But thanks for asking.
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Charles Carmichael
2012-12-10 18:00
Hi Steve! I know your face, but this story only goes from 1994 on. Ohm were you on the PAC RPF between 1988 and 1992?





 




	

	
		
 




#
Thoughtful
2012-12-10 18:53
Yup, I was there for 11 months from November 12, 1990 until October of 1991. I made the mistake of telling my wife, an MAA at Gold that the problem with the Int base was the senior execs were intentionally mis-applying Ethics to create an atmosphere of fear and intimidation. I told her that her first priority would be getting their ethics in. She ratted me out and DM sent me to the RPF because I threatened his absolute power and domination.





 




	

	
		
 




#
Charles Carmichael
2012-12-11 09:18
Ok, I thought so. I was there as well. Well I just wanted to thank you for this site, it has been very helpful as I inform myself as to what has been going on in the decade or so since I left. Have a merry christmas.
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													Who's Online

											 We have 214 guests online					
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			Scientology's Sleep Deprivation causing hallucinations ~~ Rachel Hasting shares with us
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			Grant Cardone SQUEALS Like a Stuck Pig: He Was Ordered 2 Arbitration When His $750K Watch Was Stolen
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Embezzlement


		
			
				
					
													Massive Ponzi Scheme

											"So, on the model of an elaborate Ponzi scheme, Scientologists are coerced to 'invest' in the dissemination of Scientology... The Cob makes a show of carrying through, but in reality he pulls the funding..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													$70 Million Fraud

											"The money is still coming in (approximately $70 million so far). The bank interest is about $200,000 per month and there is still over $200,000 in new donations per month... so you can see the strategy here..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													$100 Million Swindle

											"The total amount spent to build his own office building (for Little Dickie and the few staff he has remaining) was right around $70 million... He spent another $30 million on the house next door (which is unoccupied)..."  Learn More...					
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													Assault

											"Specifically, on four separate occasions The Cob physically assaulted and violently battered individuals in my presence, sending a strong message that anyone in the room was likely to be next. Three other times he threw heavy objects at me or at my staff..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Battery

											"Assaulting staff members at the Int base became routine with many individuals being physically attacked over and over and over again. We are talking about repeated blows to the face, choking, dragging to the ground, ripping clothes, hitting with heavy objects and so forth..."  Learn More...					
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													Insanity

											"Only when you see the history as well as the present will you see the whole picture, the fingerprints, the moving force behind it all and its sheer madness..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Coverup

											"staff are "off-loaded" to far flung areas to work in "small, failing" organizations, bereft of their spouses and families..." Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Banishment

											"Little Dickie in his twisted sociopath mind sees normal, productive people as “threatening” and therefore sees a need to destroy them..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Elimination

											"According to David Miscavige, demonstrated by his own actual statistics, 98% of the population is suppressive..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

	




Terrorism


		
			
				
					
													Climate of Fear - Reign of Terror

											"Ever-increasing savage actions created a climate of fear. You could be screamed at, ridiculed, spat on, embarrassed, threatened ferociously or beaten. You could lose Scientology, your friends, family, parents, split off from your spouse, no money, no job, cast out into the world penniless and alone if you ever dream of defying The Cob" Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Coercion

											"For example, through his destructive policies Miscavige forced hundreds of female Sea Org members at International Management to get abortions when they got pregnant. When the media started to investigate that, he came up with the solution: he ordered that husbands and wives at International Management get divorced...."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

	




Racketeering


		
			
				
					
													Shaking Down Scientologists for Cash

											"Through his programs and subverted staff he extorts Scientologists into 'donating' huge sums of money, forcing thousands into debt. It's a protection racket no different from thugs 'shaking down' local business owners for cash. His specialty is crushing people..."  Learn More... 					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													How Church Financials Really Work

											"It's a lot more viable to chase down millionaires who will donate $10 million for a hand shake, some applause and a metal pin. It's not a matter of saving the planet and all the poor suffering people... it's 'Where's the BIG, FAT, EASY MONEY?' -- that's what we're talking about!..."  Learn More...					
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													Tax Exemption by Blackmail

											"Miscavige bragged that he collared the IRS Commissioner Fred Goldberg in the hallway outside his IRS office and threatened to expose him. Private investigators hired by Miscavige had caught Fred in some unethical activity. Miscavige told Fred if he didn’t cooperate, he’d immediately ruin him with full-page ads in USA Today..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Extortion of a Federal Official

											"He also bragged to a number of staff who were close to him about how he illegally obtained information which he was able to use to blackmail the IRS official who granted the church tax exemption..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

	




Torture


		
			
				
					
													Annie Tidman: Imprisoned for 2 Years

											"Annie Broeker Tidman, Hubbard's personal assistant right up to the time of his death, realized that Miscavige was systematically and forcefully taking over the church. She attempted to escape to rejoin her husband but was caught and brought back to California, isolated and kept under guard on a remote property for over 2 years..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Sadism in the SP Hall

											"His most infamous sadistic moment was when he told them they were going to play 'musical chairs' and only the last person to get a chair would stay and the rest would vanish without even a chance to say good-bye to friends and family, husbands or wives. The game went on for hours as staff wept bitter tears. This delighted The Cob."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

	




Abuse


		
			
				
					
													Lisa McPherson's Demise

											"Miscavige said he knew what was wrong and proceeded to write three paragraphs on what was to be said to this girl. The staff wondered how The Cob was even qualified to supervise auditing and even if he was, why hadn't he studied the folders first? The girl's name was Lisa McPherson and you know the rest."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Night of the Living Dead

											"Moments later came a wail of inhuman agony unlike anything I have every heard in my lifetime, before or since. The screams were so incredibly loud. Louder than any sounds I could imagine a human could make. They filled the sky and the valley and my lonely office. 20 or 30 minutes they lasted..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

	




				

						

					

				
					





				

							

			

			
								
										
								
			
				
					
													ScientologyReviews.com

											

Discover what people really say about all things Scientology


Shocking, unbiased consumer reviews covering every Scientology book, lecture, course, auditing level, organization and program — more than 300 in all. Probe the depths or write your own honest reviews.

Click to see Scientology Reviews
					

				

			

		

	
					

															
								
			
				
					
													The Voice of iScientology

											

An answer to the corrupt monopoly of Scientology


This website is a simple answer to those who tried to monopolize and corporatize spiritual freedom: An open gateway dedicated to helping people move up to higher levels of awareness and ability under their own steam.

Click to visit iScientology.org
					

				

			

		

	
					

															
								
			
				
					
													31 Factors for Scientologists to Consider

											"Scientology has been taken over by a self-appointed dictator, David Miscavige, who has turned the Creed of the Church of Scientology, the Code of a Scientologist, and the Credo of a True Group Member on their heads and instituted the virtual practice of Reverse (Black) Dianetics..."  Learn More...
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			Is David Miscavige a crook?		
	
				
						
						
						
							100% YES						
					
	
						
						
						
							Probably yes						
					
	
						
						
						
							I don't know						
					
	
						
						
						
							Probably not						
					
	
						
						
						
							Absolutely not						
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													Stopping Scientology Working

											"Meet the abusive individual who turned Scientology into a cult, doesn't practice the religion himself, has refused auditing for 19 years, won't even do a course in Scientology. His technical alterations include the destruction of training, the re-definition of instant reads and FNs, violating the "No-Interference Zone" Policy for those on OT VII (with unnecessary sec checks every 6 months) resulting in unworkability. He tore apart international management. Abandoned dissemination programs. Contributed to Lisa McPherson's demise. And the list goes on..." Learn More...
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