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Declaration of Independence

Tony & Marie-Joe DePhillips
 a.k.a. “Alex Metheny” & “Freetothink”

Preamble:

We have always loved the writings of L Ron Hubbard. One of my  favorite LRH statements is from the lecture Differences Between  Scientology & Other Philosophies: “ If it is true for you, it’s  true. And if it’s not true for you, it still isn’t true. Not even if Ron  told you is it true. It’s just not true, that’s all.“ ~ LRH

In addition to this as a foundation, the ARC triangle, the granting  of beingness, the code of honor and not needing a license to survive,  are just a few of the building blocks we’ve used to improve our lives.  We have had many great wins in Scientology and know many well  intentioned staff and public Scientologists.

How we got here:

Our personal story of shock, disbelief and declare will be added as  an attachment for those who are interested. You will be able to see how  we went from among the top opinion leaders and contributors in our area  to SPs, in just a few months.

After reading The Truth Rundown and Geir Isene’s Doubt formula we  were deeply troubled about what was going on in the church. These  stories were believable to us because they aligned with many of our own  observations and experiences. After trying to communicate about the  things that were troubling us in the church, we started to get attacked  as ourselves being the problem – for speaking out with any disagreement  or questioning. It became very apparent that we did not have the right  to say what we were observing in regards to our own church or its  management. It also became very clear that we did not have the right to  associate with people who the church had deemed were “BAD”. Evidently,  we were supposed to give up the right to decide who we would or wouldn’t  associate with. To us, these are fundamental rights of an American,  fought and died for by many!

I have never been good at being bossed around. Some might think it’s a  “button” (problem or character blemish) that I haven’t dealt with yet  but, on the other hand, maybe it’s an ability that’s helped me retain my  self-determinism and freedom of thought. We quickly realized that we  had been PTS to the Church for many years, and applied handle or  disconnect. When each attempt to handle was met with bigger and stronger  messages to cease, desist, and “get handled” (including a  Non-Enturbulation Order and ethics interviews), we decided to disconnect  by officially resigning from the Church. Our resignation letter to the  church pretty much sums it up:
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This is a letter to let you know that we have decided to resign  from the Church of Scientology.


We have given this decision a lot of thought.

We have both been in Scientology for over twenty years. We have  contributed about xxxK to the Ideal Org and over xxK to the IAS. We have  spent in the neighborhood of xxxK on services from the Church and  donated a decent amount of time participating as volunteers.

We have had some great wins.

Over the last few years however we have noticed more and more  things that we do not like about how the church operates. Heavy ethics,  make wrong, heavy regging etc. We have made attempts at correcting these  things with reports with no result.

We have seen and heard of too many abuses, human rights  violations, misuse of resources [people, money,…], and worst of all, too  many LRH policies being violated. We can’t, in good conscience,  continue to participate and support the church as it is being managed at  this time.

After making our own observations and hearing the stories of  Marty Rathbun, Geir Isene, Mike Rinder, Amy Scobee, Jeff Hawkins,  Mary-Jo Leavitt and many more Sea Org members, OT’s and highly trained  auditors, we have made our decision.

We have always been told that these people on the internet were  crazy SP’s. After hearing their stories we were not able to come to that  conclusion. We were shocked to realize that many who had been painted  to us as evil and suppressive were in fact whistleblowers trying to  expose the abuses and violations.

We both have experienced excessive sec-checking and heavy ethics  even when our contributions (money and time participating) were showing  that we were stellar members of the public.

We love Scientology when it is applied with ARC and not with  enforcement to get everyone to conform.

We came into Scientology to find our own self determinism and to  have gains. Progressively over the years we feel that we have been  forced overtly or covertly to “toe the line”, or follow “command  intention”, without being able to use our own judgment or our own  ethics. If you do not do what is “expected”, you are shunned/punished in  various ways. When you assert your own independent thought and it  doesn’t align with command intention you are quickly shown you are not a  good group member.

In conclusion, we no longer feel confident in this Church’s  ability to operate in a manner that we can be proud of and disseminate  to others.

We hope that the Church of Scientology will get it’s ethics in  and make the changes necessary for it to be a church we can once again  be proud of.

Sincerely,

Tony DePhillips Marie-Joe DePhillips

 

We heard the church lie about its not having a policy of enforcing  disconnection – We’d already received many reports of our friends being  told not to talk to us.

As someone once said “If they lie about this, what else will they lie  about?”

Our conlusions:

After exhaustive research and communicating, we decided that the  abuses did occur and that they were and are extensive and widespread. We  also saw that the church was actively involved in creating their own  enemies and seemed to take very little responsibility in remedying their  wrongs. Furthermore, we wondered what kind of a leader would allow  these things to continue to go unhandled and in fact seemingly encourage  such activity.

We got into Scientology to become more at cause in life and to do  better in life based on our own realities. We still feel that this is  what LRH intended. We didn’t, and still don’t, believe or agree with  everything that LRH ever uttered. But as he himself said, we don’t have  to.

We believe that the church is being run in a fashion that, to us, is  destructive overall, as well as destructive to our personal goals of  being at cause over our own lives. The Grade Chart states that on OT 7  you will be cause over life. That may be possible, but not if the church  refuses to let you be at cause over your own church!!

Also, first and foremost to us is the abuse of the Sea Org members.  This to us is obscene. These people dedicate their lives to Scientology  only to be treated as sub-humans. And when fed up with that treatment  and wanting to leave, they are treated in an abhorrent fashion. These  people are some of our best and brightest. This cannot stand. What gives  DM the right to run roughshod over these people? Who anointed him to be  above the law? The out-points are too many to be listed here, we’re  sure you all have examples of your own.

We believe that everyone who stands up and throws off their shackles  will make it that much easier for others to do so. That has been true  for us. The others coming out before us have made it more real for us to  take our stand.

We could not live with the idea that we were too scared or bullied  into having to hide our god given rights to be here and communicate.  Especially when it is the right thing to do!

So we hereby declare ourselves Independent Scientologists.

Independent: One who is independent in thinking, action, etc.

That is how we see ourselves. We do enjoy the Scientology philosophy  by LRH, when we are practicing it as independent people, not having it  forced down our throats.

Final thoughts:

We also very much appreciate LRH’s views on infinity valued logic.  The idea of two-valued logic such as right-wrong, good-bad is too  simplistic. The idea that any man or woman is infallible or perfect is  not realistic. All men and women have good and bad in them, it is just a  matter of degree. And the fact that we feel Mankind is basically good  means that there can be salvation for all and no person has a monopoly  on that. DM is not totally bad or totally good just like the rest of us.  He is not above the law or above the Scientology justice system. DM IS  NOT SCIENTOLOGY. We believe that it is the greatest good for the  greatest number of dynamics that DM step down from his position as  leader and that steps are taken to reform the church of Scientology so  it reflects the values of this current culture and promotes ARC,  tolerance and the values usually associated with spiritual goals. We  have finally answered this question for ourselves: Does the end justify  the means? For us the answer is NO!! Or another way of looking at it is:  The means are the end. Scientology was supposed to give us a way of  setting an example as good and honorable people. That is an end in  itself. The way Scientology has been treating its own people is a  disgrace and a degrade of Scientology, and has to be rejected.

Thanks for listening. Thank you all for what you are doing and will  do in the future.

Much Love,

Tony DePhillips ("Alex Metheny”), Mid OTVII, Prov. Class IV Pre-GAT and Fully Hatted  Ethics Officer

Marie-Joe DePhillips (“Freetothink"), OT V,KTL/LOC, Level G SHSBC
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Virgil Samms
2010-06-10 17:03
You guys are not just another bright spark in Indy-Land, but you are prime movers in our endeavor to regain Scientology. I love your posts and I love your integrity. Keep it going, we're gonna win this one soon! 

Love you
Tom and Linda
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Tony DePhillips
2010-06-11 19:45
Thanks you guys.  My wife and I really look forward to meeting you at the party.  Should be a lot of fun.

ML,
Tony
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Me
2010-06-11 08:36
Very nice write-up.  Well said. 
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Tony DePhillips
2010-06-11 19:48
Thanks You, I mean Me.  I'm getting confused here.  Anyways, thanks.  I had to do something I couldn't just sit there and stew in all this.  Not our style.





 




		

	

		
 




#
Conny Lundberg
2010-06-15 10:50
Very well done on being true to the spirit of Scientology and LRH!!!
If all scientologists had your integrity we wouldn´t have this scene.
I well remember our own attempts to put in KSW Series 1 and how this just led further on to our finally resigning when nothing changed.
Now we all as a group have chance to put the wagon on the rails again!:-)

Much Love
Conny





 




		

		
 





	
+1
	

#
Pam 
2010-07-09 11:23
Hi Tony,
I would like to talk to you, but off this site. How would I do this?

Thanks!
Pam :-)
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Tony DePhillips
2013-09-20 19:21
My email is a.dephillipscomcast.net. Sorry for the comm lag.





 




		

	

		
 




#
Chris Parker
2012-03-05 18:47
TOny, you have been a good friend and I have enjoyed you even more as a twin.
I have been out of the church since 87. It is good to see you again. Maybe we can catch up on old times.





 




	

	
		
 




#
Tony DePhillips
2013-09-20 19:23
Hi Chris,
I don't recall the anme but I'm sure I would recall the face. My email is a.dephillipscomcast.net. Please write me.
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													Massive Ponzi Scheme

											"So, on the model of an elaborate Ponzi scheme, Scientologists are coerced to 'invest' in the dissemination of Scientology... The Cob makes a show of carrying through, but in reality he pulls the funding..."  Learn More...					
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											"The total amount spent to build his own office building (for Little Dickie and the few staff he has remaining) was right around $70 million... He spent another $30 million on the house next door (which is unoccupied)..."  Learn More...					
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											"Specifically, on four separate occasions The Cob physically assaulted and violently battered individuals in my presence, sending a strong message that anyone in the room was likely to be next. Three other times he threw heavy objects at me or at my staff..."  Learn More...					
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											"Assaulting staff members at the Int base became routine with many individuals being physically attacked over and over and over again. We are talking about repeated blows to the face, choking, dragging to the ground, ripping clothes, hitting with heavy objects and so forth..."  Learn More...					
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											"Only when you see the history as well as the present will you see the whole picture, the fingerprints, the moving force behind it all and its sheer madness..."  Learn More...					
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											"staff are "off-loaded" to far flung areas to work in "small, failing" organizations, bereft of their spouses and families..." Learn More...					
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											"Little Dickie in his twisted sociopath mind sees normal, productive people as “threatening” and therefore sees a need to destroy them..."  Learn More...					
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											"According to David Miscavige, demonstrated by his own actual statistics, 98% of the population is suppressive..."  Learn More...					
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													Climate of Fear - Reign of Terror

											"Ever-increasing savage actions created a climate of fear. You could be screamed at, ridiculed, spat on, embarrassed, threatened ferociously or beaten. You could lose Scientology, your friends, family, parents, split off from your spouse, no money, no job, cast out into the world penniless and alone if you ever dream of defying The Cob" Learn More...					
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											"For example, through his destructive policies Miscavige forced hundreds of female Sea Org members at International Management to get abortions when they got pregnant. When the media started to investigate that, he came up with the solution: he ordered that husbands and wives at International Management get divorced...."  Learn More...					
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													Shaking Down Scientologists for Cash

											"Through his programs and subverted staff he extorts Scientologists into 'donating' huge sums of money, forcing thousands into debt. It's a protection racket no different from thugs 'shaking down' local business owners for cash. His specialty is crushing people..."  Learn More... 					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													How Church Financials Really Work

											"It's a lot more viable to chase down millionaires who will donate $10 million for a hand shake, some applause and a metal pin. It's not a matter of saving the planet and all the poor suffering people... it's 'Where's the BIG, FAT, EASY MONEY?' -- that's what we're talking about!..."  Learn More...					
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													Tax Exemption by Blackmail

											"Miscavige bragged that he collared the IRS Commissioner Fred Goldberg in the hallway outside his IRS office and threatened to expose him. Private investigators hired by Miscavige had caught Fred in some unethical activity. Miscavige told Fred if he didn’t cooperate, he’d immediately ruin him with full-page ads in USA Today..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Extortion of a Federal Official

											"He also bragged to a number of staff who were close to him about how he illegally obtained information which he was able to use to blackmail the IRS official who granted the church tax exemption..."  Learn More...					
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													Annie Tidman: Imprisoned for 2 Years

											"Annie Broeker Tidman, Hubbard's personal assistant right up to the time of his death, realized that Miscavige was systematically and forcefully taking over the church. She attempted to escape to rejoin her husband but was caught and brought back to California, isolated and kept under guard on a remote property for over 2 years..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Sadism in the SP Hall

											"His most infamous sadistic moment was when he told them they were going to play 'musical chairs' and only the last person to get a chair would stay and the rest would vanish without even a chance to say good-bye to friends and family, husbands or wives. The game went on for hours as staff wept bitter tears. This delighted The Cob."  Learn More...					
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													Lisa McPherson's Demise

											"Miscavige said he knew what was wrong and proceeded to write three paragraphs on what was to be said to this girl. The staff wondered how The Cob was even qualified to supervise auditing and even if he was, why hadn't he studied the folders first? The girl's name was Lisa McPherson and you know the rest."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Night of the Living Dead

											"Moments later came a wail of inhuman agony unlike anything I have every heard in my lifetime, before or since. The screams were so incredibly loud. Louder than any sounds I could imagine a human could make. They filled the sky and the valley and my lonely office. 20 or 30 minutes they lasted..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

	




				

						

					

				
					





				

							

			

			
								
										
								
			
				
					
													ScientologyReviews.com

											

Discover what people really say about all things Scientology


Shocking, unbiased consumer reviews covering every Scientology book, lecture, course, auditing level, organization and program — more than 300 in all. Probe the depths or write your own honest reviews.

Click to see Scientology Reviews
					

				

			

		

	
					

															
								
			
				
					
													The Voice of iScientology

											

An answer to the corrupt monopoly of Scientology


This website is a simple answer to those who tried to monopolize and corporatize spiritual freedom: An open gateway dedicated to helping people move up to higher levels of awareness and ability under their own steam.

Click to visit iScientology.org
					

				

			

		

	
					

															
								
			
				
					
													31 Factors for Scientologists to Consider

											"Scientology has been taken over by a self-appointed dictator, David Miscavige, who has turned the Creed of the Church of Scientology, the Code of a Scientologist, and the Credo of a True Group Member on their heads and instituted the virtual practice of Reverse (Black) Dianetics..."  Learn More...
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			Is David Miscavige a crook?		
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							Absolutely not						
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													Stopping Scientology Working

											"Meet the abusive individual who turned Scientology into a cult, doesn't practice the religion himself, has refused auditing for 19 years, won't even do a course in Scientology. His technical alterations include the destruction of training, the re-definition of instant reads and FNs, violating the "No-Interference Zone" Policy for those on OT VII (with unnecessary sec checks every 6 months) resulting in unworkability. He tore apart international management. Abandoned dissemination programs. Contributed to Lisa McPherson's demise. And the list goes on..." Learn More...
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