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Blowing the whistle on blackmail and coercion

By Lana Mitchell

Last year, I declared my independence on Marty’s blog. It was a decision of my own, based on my experiences and reality. I was, at that time, a declared SP. I had worked in the Sea Org for 17 years - leaving in 2005, and have been living in Australia since 2005, with my husband of 22 years. 

My husband does not share my views on the Church, nor on DM – possibly due to the fact that we had very different career paths and posts in the SO.  I heard and saw much, particularly during my tenure in RTC and then later on RTC service lines, which he did not see or experience. His only real experiences with Marty Rathbun were receiving ethics interviews on the meter.  I decided some time ago that trying to talk to my husband about the Indie’s was impossible as he had clearly communicated that in his view, Mike, Marty, Claire, Amy and many others who have spoken out publicly (as whistle blowers), are twisting and fabricating stories so that they can line their own pockets financially (not that these people HAVE been paid a cent for their stories – but in his head – they have).

The announcement of my independence had some interesting ramifications. 

Firstly, I was contacted by a number of people, welcoming me.  

Secondly, I found myself under attack and having to defend my views and reality. I will try not to make this too long-winded – but I think the story needs to be told.

Some months earlier, in 2010, I had received an email communication from Danny Barram. I had worked with Danny at various points in my SO career. He had a small baby (then 6 months old) and was apparently no longer on staff, in good standing and working for a local Scientologist in the US. I did not solicit emails from Danny and several times informed him that I was declared and he should not be writing me. Despite this, every few weeks I would get another email from him, cheerily asking me how things were going. At various points he would ask me what my views were on the church, and I stated that I was a fence sitter – that I was undecided on where I stood. I did not tell him that I had, however, been reading and contributing to Marty’s blog for some time. 

With my declared independence, I answered one of Danny’s emails with my decision, and told him not to write me anymore. He responded with a bunch of questions on why I had this view, and when I wrote back with my answers I got back a severe response (which I later learned was written by Marion Pouw formerly of RTC) reproaching me, name calling, and so on. The email was completely entheta.

Danny then sent the email thread to my husband. There was an argument that ensued. Several days went by without Mitch talking to me. Then, on a Sunday morning, he said he had to go to work (he is a Project Manager in the construction industry) and would not be back till after lunch. He returned that afternoon and informed me that he had spent the morning with Mike Sutter and Marion Pouw -- and they were coming to dinner that night. I did not agree that they were being brought into my home. Nothing said would resolve it, and Mike and Marion showed up just as the kids were being put to bed. They stayed for more than 5 hours.

It is an awkward situation to be in, to have 3 people with one reality, against 1 with a different reality.  It was also disturbing to me that it was taking place in my home, in my living room, and with the sanction of my husband. Mitch however said to me that he was drawing a line in the sand. He told me that either I recanted as an Indie and took action to remedy the situation, or our marriage was over. More on this later…

I listened to several hours of dead-agenting efforts by Mike Sutter and was astounded that he would not respond to any of my questions about the scene at Int – simply going on and on about how wonderful the Idle orgs are, how incredible the expansion is, and so on. I got no-answers to questions like, “Are people still in the Hole?”  “What WDC members are actually on post?”  “What semblance of International Management still exists?”

They left late into the night and returned the next evening for another 4 – 5 hour discussion. It became clear that they were not going anywhere. They were going to just keep coming back and back. Meanwhile, my husband had made it clear that if I did not recant, that our marriage was over.

I decided that the most survival route – while still maintaining my integrity, was to find a way to get them out of my house.  I told them about my story in the Sea Org, and about 3 specific instances of injustice that have been upsetting to me for a long time, and I agreed to “follow standard justice lines” and request a Comm Ev to look into these three things. This seemed to make all happy – and over the next day I wrote up a (very lengthy) request for a Comm Ev and passed it on.

Now, in saying this, I wish to clarify what was behind my decision to do this. I felt that the Church was firmly playing my husband against me and thus I was blackmailed. My husband had been the chief bread winner in our household, and we have two small children (at that time they were 1 yrs and 4 yrs old).  We have a home that we built and love, and we have a large mortgage.  Mitch had clearly stated to me that either I cooperate or the marriage is over – and I could not see how I, or the children, could survive alone.

Further, during my 17 years in the Sea Org, there were many efforts to drive a stake between Mitch and myself.  In addition to the many years when were posted in different orgs in different locations (from ANZO, to LA, to Int), there was also the time when I was in RTC and ordered to divorce Mitch (after he had been restricted to the base and unable to come home at night for over a year). Again, when I was busted from RTC, I was restricted (again, for almost a year) – so we barely saw each other. Then, later still, when I was offloaded from the Int base (unjustly) our communications were tampered with for months and he was told to divorce me several times. He finally decided to blow to come and find me (I had been sent to the PAC Ranch), but he chickened out and turned himself in, only to then be sent to the PAC RPF for considering a blow. So – our marriage has been checked by efforts to split us up – and I decided that I was not going to let the Church finally win and achieve this objective. My postulate for my marriage was still there – despite the many problems and issues that Mitch and I were having since we returned to Australia. We got married in 1988 – when we were still teenagers. I am now 43 years old.

So... back to the story with Mike Sutter and Marion Pouw showing up night after night…

I told them I would go ahead requesting a Comm Ev, at which point they immediately stated that a Comm Ev would not look kindly on my postings on Marty’s blog – and I would have to provide proof that I was no longer connected and take all efforts to get my postings removed.

I provided communications to Mike Sutter that satisfied him, and wrote an article about following standard justice lines to get situations handled.  My article was not useful as dead-agent material and I was asked to include DA material that they had provided on Marty, but I disagreed and finally they agreed with a proposal from myself that they create a new site that is just for people wanting to follow the standard justice lines to try and sort out their individual situations. Mike was happy with this idea and they left and a few months later a website was born.

My article was posted on the home page – with my full name at the bottom. There were many other articles and testimonials included on the site, but every other one was anonymous.  I found out later from other Indie’s that my article was posted on many different sites, not just this one, but was not informed of this by Mike Sutter. Clearly my letter was something that OSA used to encourage other ex-staff (SP Declared) to come on side and NOT get involved in the Indie movement.

The Comm Evs were held for both Mitch and myself by OSA Int staff. As expected, our SP declares were cancelled as they were off-policy (surprise, surprise!). My off-load from the Int base was also deemed to be off-policy (stats were in Affluence, no Comm Ev, no Court of Ethics). My Comm Ev also stated that I had participated in “natter and black PR on an anti-Church blog and on 16 June I publicly resigned from the Church). They found me guilty of “Public disavowal of Scientology or Scientologists in good standing with Scientology organisations”, and ordered me to a sec check.

Interestingly enough, when I went back to have a look at my earlier postings on Marty’s blog that so upset my husband, Mike Sutter, Marion Pouw, the Comm Ev and others, my postings simply say that I am a Scientologist – that I apply tech to my life and that I have found it truly does work. I have also given specific information on situations that I experienced first-hand that were off-policy, out-tech and out-KSW.  I have given truthful accounts of what I have seen and heard. I have not exaggerated, I have not twisted and distorted information – I have simply reported what I consider needs to be known.  

I found, after being off the Int base and out of the SO, that I was actually able to destimulate and get exterior to the insanity that was going on – and that enabled me to actually recognise the cause of the situation and see the WHO behind it.  I consider it a responsibility of mine to make my information and stories known – as if I don’t then I am simply non-confronting the magnitude of the situation. 

I am fully aware of what Black PR is. Back in the mid 1990s I was the investigator that found that the Truth Rundown had been lost, and I ran a program to get it being used again, along with RB tech.  I am very familiar with what natter is –  and it is simply overts and withholds speaking.

None of my postings on any website to date have been Black PR or natter. They have been truthful reports about incidents and situations that Corporate Scientology does not want to have people know about – so they try to silence me and anyone else who speaks out.

I was not surprised to find my Comm Ev was just a white wash, a rubber stamp and an effort to get me on-side and silenced.

And even when that was issued, in December of last year, I worked hard to try and repair my marriage of 22 years, in an effort to salvage it and return ARC to what it once was.

After several months it became clear that the situation was not resolving.  We had continued rows and upsets and then early this year, after an in-depth discussion about our failing marriage, my husband said to me  “You haven’t even thanked me for what I did.  You haven’t thanked me for getting our SP Declares lifted. You haven’t thanked me for getting Mike Sutter and Marion Pouw to come here.  You might as well have been a heroin druggy with a needle stuck in your arm – and it was ME that saved your life – and you haven’t even thanked me!”

That communication said it all for me.

My only response was “Why would I thank someone who ambushed me and forced me to go against my own reality?”

His eyes were wide in disbelief.

I was in disbelief that I was wasting my time trying to resurrect a marriage that was clearly so far gone.  And at that point I decided to go with what I know and to go with my integrity.  I refuse to be muzzled. I refuse to be blackmailed any further. And I refuse to be controlled by a corrupt organization that does not want its crimes known.

Mitch moved out of our home at the beginning of April. Both parties agree that the marriage is over and is irreconcilable and we are currently working our way through the necessary mediation and settlement process.

Interestingly enough, Mitch was informed by OSA when it was thought I was posting on Marty’s blog again and I received an antagonistic and entheta email from him, telling me to stop living in the past and to stop endangering his eternity, and the eternity of our children.

He has not realized yet that he will never get his eternity from Corporate Scientology. He has his eternity regardless of that organisation – and if he is wanting freedom, he certainly won’t get it with them.

If there was any question as to my current status – let me be wholly clear here - particularly for Mitch. I am an independent Scientologist. I believe in LRH tech. I know it works. I refuse to let a psycho SP midget bring down the house of cards – and I will not be muzzled.

To be continued...  Next instalment coming after July 4.

Lana Mitchell
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GetTheConcept
2011-06-21 07:00
Your integrity is outstanding! You're so much closer to your own spiritual freedom now because of your decision to know what you know. Thank you.
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#
Sinar
2011-06-21 09:07
Lana, 
Thanks for sharing your story and putting the truth out in the light of day. 

Ethics and Justice is a joke and total arbitrary as there is no answer to the gross atrocities and non-LRH viewpoint from the Top. No answers from Sutter and Pouw as they personally have not confronted the big Gorilla and his brand of Justice in the room!

The real joke of it is the idea of a little guy's, regular Joe Staff/SO member's out ethics causing the entire mess that is now the Cult of Miscavige monstrous entity spending vast sums for Gestapo PI/Harassment teams so divorced from any application of Moral codes such as TWTH. This smoke and mirrors just protects the source of criminality.

Please continue with you stories!
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#
Worsel
2011-06-21 09:44
"Stop living in the past" rings a bell. I heard this often used as a 1.1-invalidation when I or friends tried to get ethics in regarding some org cycles. It is a classic example of "being critical" and is intended to stop someone from looking.
Would anybody please notice that your eternity is endangered by NOT looking. That someone should NOT know something is the core postulate of a withhold. So, if one cares about one's eternity, he should LOOK. This leads to an understanding. No matter if you are dealing with engrams, overts, problems, withholds, mis-understood words or false data - the Scientology answer is allways to look, investigate and find out about it. 
To "not look" is a very stupid solution. It guarantees for trouble. 
Thank you for writing, Lana. And please, continue to write so that we can look.
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Vít Profant
2011-06-27 10:48
The irony is that the one who is living in the past of the Co$ working quite good and not confronting it's shits in PT is acuusing another of his own problem.
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tunedal
2011-06-21 10:01
Lana! Go Lana!!
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#
Centurion
2011-06-21 10:05
Thank you for your story.

You are a brave person and I admire your belief in the tech and your not allowing others to enforce reality on you.
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#
Dan Koon
2011-06-21 10:23
So much honesty! I would love to see Mitch write his version of the story and then let the court of public opinion decide. Of course, that will never happen. Mitch is basically a dupe and uses his energy to keep himself duped. He is the model prisoner. Wonderful article, Lana. You are one amazing cookie!
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#
James Lawson, Jr.
2011-06-21 11:39
Lana,

Well done in persisting through the suppression.

These Miscavige Administration agents show little interest in the truth. This is shocking, given that Scientology techniques of self-improvement are BASED on as-isness.

The consequences of lying and not-issing are discussed in the (true) basics of Scientology, such as the Axioms.

I applaud your "staying the course" and not confusing these Squirrels and their pseudo-Scientology with the real thing.

James
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#
Thoughtful
2011-06-21 11:47
...is David Miscavige's pirate ship busting out its keel on the unyielding granite of integrity... and sinking straight to the bottom with all hands.
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#
Watchful Navigator
2011-06-22 09:31
I love that picture - it conveys a profound truth. The unyielding granite of integrity, indeed.
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#
LO
2011-06-21 13:35
Wow what a courageous women you are !
You'll expand on your dynamics as never before !
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#
Ed Rhett
2011-06-21 14:45
Tell it like it is, gal. The only person you really have to live with is yourself, and you should get into arc with that person. 
Scientology was never about self degradation, anyway.
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David L
2011-06-21 15:17
God Bless Indie Women!!!
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COLWELL
2011-06-22 15:21
SO GLAD TO SEE YOU BACK ON TOP LANA. CAN'T WAIT TO SEE YOUR NEXT POST.
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Karen#1
2011-06-23 20:20
Wonderful Essay Lana.
I have been following your story from all angles.
It is extremely tough when threatened with losing your husband and 2 very young children.
That is Tough.
This part I was STUNNED to read

“You haven’t even thanked me for what I did. You haven’t thanked me for getting our SP Declares lifted. You haven’t thanked me for getting Mike Sutter and Marion Pouw to come here. You might as well have been a heroin druggy with a needle stuck in your arm – and it was ME that saved your life – and you haven’t even thanked me!”

Wow. I understand the phrase "Sleeping with the Enemy."

Thanks for the super leather bound edition Email. Responding soon.
love/Karen
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barney rubble
2011-06-23 21:52
Lana,

Your article is indeed powerfull. I have had the same experience with OSA trying to get me to bend and thankfullly I am now on the "List" that was recently posted on Marty's blog, leaked out from the D/CO OSA WUS. I just have to say that I know what you went through, and understand. I may have run into you as I was in the SO for 25 years in your time frame.





 




		

		
 




#
Misha
2011-06-23 22:44
Thank you very much, Lana, and very well done! You received a lot of acknowledgement and encouragement here and I completely agree with all the comments. Just want to add one thing: I feel for Mike Sutter and Mitch (but not Marion Pauw, of course, because she is basically bad). I know Mitch or I thought I did. Leave you and the kids? Truly incredible. He simply went nuts with all the BS they are feeding him. And you know what Mike is doing? He is doing his Mission. He is just doing his MOs and writing DRs daily to his Ops like a good soldier. Means justifies ends and all his evil and lies are fully justified all around. Marty is right calling these people "Cool Aid drinkers".





 




		

		
 




#
Carol
2011-06-28 09:58
Lana, wow you and the children have been through a lot. I am so happy for you and I am here for you. I am sorry anyone has to be put in a situation where they feel they have to choose. This is not Freedom. Love to you and the children.





 




		

		
 




#
Sid
2011-07-18 09:18
It is so upsetting to hear of families being torn apart like this.

There are two little children who are being forgotten in all of this (not by you Lana), and who will miss out on the special love of living with their mummy and daddy.
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							I don't know						
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							Absolutely not						
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													Stopping Scientology Working

											"Meet the abusive individual who turned Scientology into a cult, doesn't practice the religion himself, has refused auditing for 19 years, won't even do a course in Scientology. His technical alterations include the destruction of training, the re-definition of instant reads and FNs, violating the "No-Interference Zone" Policy for those on OT VII (with unnecessary sec checks every 6 months) resulting in unworkability. He tore apart international management. Abandoned dissemination programs. Contributed to Lisa McPherson's demise. And the list goes on..." Learn More...
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