
		
			
						
				
										Home
	Videos	Humor
	Steve Hall Videos	Steve Hall Biography


	Marty Rathbun Videos
	Amy Scobee Videos
	Jeff Hawkins Videos
	Gary Morehead Videos
	Shelly Corrias Videos
	Mark Fisher Videos
	Karen de la Carriere Videos
	Dan Koon Videos
	Misha Priv Videos
	Christie King Collbran
	Sunny Pereira video
	Whistleblowers assaulted
	Maureen Bolstad
	Helmut Flasch Videos


	Media
	Table of Contents
	Resignations	Knowledge Reports
	The Indie 500


	Blogs	Karen de la Carriere Blog
	Thoughtful
	Joe Howard
	General Discussion
	ANZO Update
	Creative


	Knowledge Center	LRH References
	How You Can Help
	Security Briefing
	Feedback
	Translated Articles
	TRAINING


	Who We Are	What Makes Us Different
	Our Sources
	Friends (Photos!)
	31 Factors to Consider


	Contact Us

								

			

						
			
						
				
					
											
												
													
																
																															

						

						

					


					

				

			

						
			
						
			
						
				
										
																		
									
					
	
			

	
	
	

		

	
						

											


															
						
									
					
Home  Blogs  Joe Howard  LRH and the First Tech Film
		

	
						

					


										

				

			

						
			
			

			
				
					
										
					
					
																		
																					
								
																	
				
			LRH and the First Tech Film
				
		PDF 			
		| Print |			
		 E-mail		



	
		Friday, 02 July 2010 07:06	
	
When he first announced the project to make training films for Academy students, LRH let us know that we would also be the actors in the films. The first shooting script was issued to the crew and we learned that it was called The Professional TR Course. There were about 30 scripts for tech films and he starts with the most fundamental of fundamentals, TRs. 

We read the script and the story was, as many know, about a lousy field auditor who gets put through the wringer on a TRs course and is thus able to now get good results on his preclears. Believe it or not, the script did not read as a comedy, which the final product assuredly was. LRH just got the essentials down: the shot, the setting, the action, the characters and their dialogue. 

We began discussing who should try out for which part. I was being pushed to try out for the lead character, Joseph Aaronberg Howard, and I wasn't altogether sure whether this was meant to be a reflection of my past auditing, though I hadn't really worked as a field auditor, just mission staff. But from some of my early TRs critiques it was pretty evident that I definitely could play the part of the bumbling Joe Howard. LRH set about to make sure I could play Joe Howard at the end of the film as well. 

A few of us tried out for the lead role and I got the part. LRH sent me congratulations and began sending me despatches about what was expected, simply that this film was going to be the model of TRs for all Academy students in the world. Gee, is that all, Sir?

The auditors had resumed sending TR tapes back to LRH when he returned to the base at New Years and the responses were pretty good all around as I recall. I was auditing a couple of his messengers and would tape sessions and send them up for critiques. The replies were very helpful. LRH had a knack for zeroing in on the most major departure and commenting on that alone, which made it clear what you had to work on in cramming before your next submission. I was really proud when I received one tape back that was a pass. I think I was one of the first or maybe the first to get a pass.

Auditing a session was one thing and demonstrating TRs on film was another, however.  One evening we assembled in the studio for some rehearsals. I was running through a scene and was playing it a little stiff, which is a kind self-assessment on my part. In reality, LRH must have thought he was trying to direct a pine log. He asked me what was going on and I said, truthfully, that I had a bit of attention on the camera. It wasn't even a real camera or certainly one that didn't have film in it. He handled my origination as evidenced by the fact that today I can't remember exactly what he said and the rest of the rehearsal went fine.

The next morning Rich Cohen, the new Qual Sec came to me saying we were going to go in session. "What for?" I said. "I don't need a session. I'm doing great." 

"You have an LRH C/S in your folder," Rich replied, and off to session we went. LRH had C/Sed me to handle any engrams, etc., on the subject of cameras by running them out with Dianetics using good old R3R. Later that year, LRH issued the datum that someone who was Clear or OT should not be run on Dianetics. I feel fortunate that I made it under the wire because that session had the most immediate demonstrable effect on my case of any Dianetics I have received. Before that session I'd had no idea the devious uses a camera lens had. Guns, rays, lasers, all kinds of weapons can masquerade as a harmless camera. And I certainly had had my share of misadventures on all flows in that regard. Rich did a great job and from that day forward I've never had even a hint of camera shyness and certainly no attention whatsoever in front of a film camera. My unknowns regarding cameras got thoroughly handled in that single session. Clearly, LRH was going to use all the tools as his disposal to make a good film even if the lead actor can't sit calmly in front of a firing squad--errrr, film camera.

The film was a do it yourself project all the way. The old date packing plant was the studio. Two large storage sheds served as the costumes and make up areas. The Estates carpenters became the sets and props fabricators and sets began to show up in the studio. The opening scenes show Joe doing his routine TR renditions on a series of his preclears. The sets for these shots were meant to contribute to the mood of the scene and LRH went over the top in pushing that notion. He found resources that talked about mood lines in works of art, architecture and design and he applied them heavily in dressing and lighting these sets. Everything, sets, props, costumes, make up and lighting pushed the mood of the scene being filmed. LRH wanted no mistake made that these were the bad TRs. Of course, as an auditor, these were immensely fun to do. Chewing gum, doping off, hammering the meter when it won't work--it was fun to dramatize all the things that we as auditors do all the time in real sessions! (Just joking, people.)

I recall one scene where the preclear, Pam Daugherty, goes into a sad effect as a result of Joe's utter lack of TR 2. At the end of the scene she slumps down in her chair and the meter leads slide off the table, paralleling the depressing mood of the shot. LRH had Waldo lying just out of frame with a string tied to the leads and he pulled them at just the right moment to make them fall off the table. (Well, after the third of fourth take he did.) As I said, LRH crammed everything into every shot to forward the message he was trying to communicate. 

One day I was in the make up shed and in walked LRH and a couple of messengers. He was wearing his opera cape and had on his black stetson and looked really sharp and was in a great mood. He wanted to run me through my lines for an upcoming scene where I'm auditing a pc through an engram on her feet. 

"Let's hear your lines," he said.

I went through my scene including the line, "Scan through to the end of the incident." 

LRH pulled out the script. "That's not how the line goes in the script. It says here, 'Move through to the end of the incident."

"Yes, I know, Sir," I back flashed, "but an actor has the right to vary his lines and Step C of R3R is 'Scan through to the end of the incident.' Every auditor in the world says it that way." 

I was merely being a good soldier and saving the embarrassment of a wrong command going out in one of the tech films. Of course, LRH saw this as not only a red flag but a red skyrocket the size of Titan missile.

"What?" LRH said. "Get me the Dianetics pack," he said to a messenger who scurried off to Qual to find the pack. In a few minutes she was back and LRH opened it up to the Holy Grail of R3R procedure, BTB (I forget the date now) ROUTINE 3 REVISED, ENGRAM RUNNING BY CHAINS.

"I didn't write this," LRH said. "It's wrong. If the pc just scans through the incident he won't get enough charge off to unburden the chain."

And that was the conception of New Era Dianetics, which would be born several months later in July of 1978. Undoubtedly, NED would have eventually made its way into the world, but it was undoubtedly hastened by my fortunately unfortunate remark that morning.

Written by Joe Howard
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#
Idle Org
2010-07-02 05:52
Thanks for sharing this Joe.....uhm...Dan....uhm...Joe...

The film was both torture and joy when on the Pro TR's course. Torture because you had to watch it over and over and over and.... Joy because you got to take a break from asking if fish swim for a little bit.

:-)





 




		

		
 




#
Thought Provoking
2010-07-02 10:52
Wonderful story!  I have enjoyed the whole series so far.  Especially loved the line corrections resulting in the evolution of NED.

Hope you're emjoying your vacation,looking forward to the next installment.





 




		

		
 




#
George
2010-07-02 13:41
Hi Joe Dan Koon Howard,

I feel a bit like hearing "LRH stories" again - wouldn't it be an idea to even have all these old-old timers who actually did work with LRH include some stories and we get that "good old feeling" back when someone from the Apollo had an "LRH Story" to tell (used to be part of Flag events ... but that is a loooong time ago - laugh).

Steve, couldn't you even make it a separate Menu Item on this site "LRH Stories" or whatever - Steve, please.

You know, the "LRH" Biographer is very, very busy and doesn't have time. On top of it, he only had some 20 years to get one together and before he can evidence 1 billion hours invested into the most thorough bleep-search in the history of mankind the biography cannot be released. And then Davie still has to decide whose picture to put onto the cover. There are no RON Mags anymore and didn't we recently even have the first "Dave Mag"?

Hey, old-old-old timers ... bring back yjsy feeling, please! I promise to read every single word you post. And who knows, maybe in just a few weeks or months we even have the members of the C of M ("C" stands for "corrupt") catching up with what Scientology REALLY was and what it is actually meant to be.  

George

PS: also provides the bleepographer with material he can copy from ... come on, be helpful!





 




	

	
		
 




#
Joe Howard
2010-07-03 03:54
George, yeah, it would be great to compile all these as little anecdotes under the heading, "LRH and Me," as suggested by Marty.
We just need to get a few people to pony up their stories, good, bad or ugly. It will be a multiple viewpoint system biography and likely the only accurate one to be written!





 




		

	

		
 




#
one of those who see
2010-07-02 15:31
Hi Dan,

Thanks so much for writing these stories!!  I loved to see how LRH immediately applied the tech when he found out you were having trouble with the camera! THAT IS SCIENTOLOGY. AND LRH applying the definition of handle!  I just love that man!!!  Sorry to go on, but this was so wonderful to hear.  
Let's just say that a long time ago, this lifetime, my track may have ended up different if a particular org would have done what LRH did with you.

Also, loved the part about the conception of New Era Dianetics.  Well f--ing done!
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FOS
2010-07-02 18:31
Fun!! More more, it's putting me there!





 




		

		
 




#
Mark Fisher
2010-07-03 12:23
Dan,

    Thank you so much for sharing these stories!  They are fantastic.   I have been after people who were at W with LRH to write up their stories so we can all share the experience.    I was never there, arriving at Gold later.  These stories really let everyone know what it was like to be around LRH in those days.   Janis has some stories she is going to tell in the future.   Can't wait to read more of these Dan.   Keep it up please!!!

Yours, Mark Fisher





 




		

		
 




#
Cured Robot
2010-07-03 19:15
Loved hearing that LRH story, straight up!  Loved how LRH corrected you thru the use of standard tech.  Awesome!  Now pretend that was DM and imagine what would have happened, it would have been horrifying.  
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Rush
2010-07-04 08:38
Thanks for sharing this! I've seen this film so many times I used to know it by heart. I remember a briefing you gave at Flag before the GAT came out. I can tell you that many of us in the Outer Org Trainee program would have asked for your autograph if the chance had been given:-)





 




		

		
 




#
TheEmperorIsNaked
2010-07-04 23:00
Great job on that film, to Dan and all involved.

I've heard it may be re-shot.  Big mistake.

I remember another film changed in the late 90s.  I think it was the Cycle of Communication.  Yeah it modernized it a bit, but it wasn't better.  And you knew it was a step removed from LRH.

I hope they don't redo this one - it is a classic.  More amazing even, now that I know the behind the scenes story.





 




		

		
 




#
Ms JLSeagull
2010-07-05 15:32
I found some Theta, some good energy!!!!! 
This site is food for the soul.   Thanks.  
I was scrolling through the pages of the Google search on Scientology when I noticed "Scientology-cult" on one of the headings.
I know what LRH said on tape re the word "cult" and I smiled wryly to myself.   
I thought to myself, "oh another anti LRH site.  I may as well look to see what this site has to say". 

But no - wow, just nice stuff. 

Thanks from - Ms JLSeagull





 




		

		
 




#
DFB
2010-07-13 08:37
You guys had such great chemistry in that one. 
I've seen it probably 30 times and I think every time it was entertaining. 

One thing I would notice and wonder about was towards the end, in the final example of your TR's your eyes are a bit red. I thought maybe you were working on the film late hours and were tired or something.
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FOR CENTURIES, PEOPLE HAVE BEEN TAUGHT TO MAKE A WISH FOR A BETTER LIFE. BUT HOW WISE IS IT TO TRUST ONE'S FUTURE TO A CHICKEN BONE?




There's one sure way to overcome the super barriers of life and it has nothing to do with luck. Download your FREE training checksheets today and make arrangements to get trained as an Independent Scientologist. For details contact John Aaron Williams today!

The Courseroom
7738 GA Highway 111 South
Cairo, GA 29828

(229) 465-3360
Skype: thecourseroom

Pricing (based on 1970s rates):
2 Week Full Time Course: $750.00
3 Week Full Time Course: $1,050.00

Life is what you make it. 
TRAINING 
is where you make it.

This is NOT a paid ad. Independent training is NOT part of the corrupt, stinking mess called the Church of Scientology.

					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													FREE Independent Scientology Training Checksheets

											These checksheets were compiled by Dan Koon based on LRH's 1978/1987 Checksheets on which tens of thousands of standard auditors were successfully trained. They are NOT owned by the massively corrupt Church of Scientology. Click here to download!

HQS Course
 Student Hat
 Purification Rundown CoAudit
 Scn Drug Run Down CoAudit
 Method One Word Clearing 
 Professional TRs
 Primary Rundown
 Level 0
 Level l
 Level ll
 Level lll
 Level lV
 Level V New Era Dianetics
 Grad V Checksheet
 Grad V Internship

Solo Part l

Course Supervisor Course
 Supervisor Drills
 Student Points System
 Student Point Sheet
 Pink Sheet


More to come!
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													Sadism in the SP Hall

											"His most infamous sadistic moment was when he told them they were going to play 'musical chairs' and only the last person to get a chair would stay and the rest would vanish without even a chance to say good-bye to friends and family, husbands or wives. The game went on for hours as staff wept bitter tears. This delighted The Cob."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

	




Abuse


		
			
				
					
													Lisa McPherson's Demise

											"Miscavige said he knew what was wrong and proceeded to write three paragraphs on what was to be said to this girl. The staff wondered how The Cob was even qualified to supervise auditing and even if he was, why hadn't he studied the folders first? The girl's name was Lisa McPherson and you know the rest."  Learn More...					
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Discover what people really say about all things Scientology


Shocking, unbiased consumer reviews covering every Scientology book, lecture, course, auditing level, organization and program — more than 300 in all. Probe the depths or write your own honest reviews.
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An answer to the corrupt monopoly of Scientology


This website is a simple answer to those who tried to monopolize and corporatize spiritual freedom: An open gateway dedicated to helping people move up to higher levels of awareness and ability under their own steam.

Click to visit iScientology.org
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