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Anderson Cooper just posted the following on his blog which you can see at: http://ac360.blogs.cnn.com/2010/03/25/scientology-a-history-of-violence/



Scientology: A History of Violence

Posted: 10:28 AM ET

Anderson  Cooper | BIO
 AC360° Anchor

Next week we begin a four-part investigation into allegations made by  a number of former high ranking members of the Church of Scientology.   The allegations are about physical abuse they say took place within the  Sea Organization, the international management branch of the church.

These former members, many of whom dedicated their lives to  Scientology, allege that the leader of the church, David Miscavige, has  used physical violence against a number of Sea Organization members.   The church adamantly denies these allegations, and back up their denials  with numerous affidavits and testimonials defending Mr. Miscavige and  attacking those who are speaking out.

Interestingly, the church spokesman, Tommy Davis, admits there was a  history of violence in the Sea Organization, but the people he blames  for it are those who are making the allegations against David Miscavige.  He says they were demoted by Mr. Miscavige, and are bitter and  disgruntled.  Some of those making the allegations admit they did engage  in violent acts, but say it was at the urging of Mr. Miscavige.

 

There is no real proof offered by either side, but viewers can make  their own assessment.   We have spent several months working on this  series, and believe it is a fair look at the allegations and the counter  claims made by the church.

I have already received a number of emails from church members  complaining about the series, and accusing me of attacking the church,  its beliefs, its membership, and its activities.

Given that the emails are all very similar in content, I assume this  is some sort of organized email campaign. None of those writing the  emails have seen the series, but I appreciate hearing from all concerned  viewers, and I certainly understand any church member, of any religion,  being concerned about the portrayal of their beliefs.

For the record, I just want to point out that this series is not  about the beliefs or activities of the Church of Scientology. It is not  about the religion or the vast majority of Scientologists.  This series  simply has to do with what some former high ranking church officials say  went on within the upper management of the church, and what happened to  them when they left the church.

- Anderson Cooper

Reprinted courtsey of Anderson Cooper's blog at:  http://ac360.blogs.cnn.com/2010/03/25/scientology-a-history-of-violence/
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#
EX GEM
2010-03-25 04:41
Anderson. The best way to handle and expose DM is outlined in the movie A Few Good Men. If you replace Jack Nicholson's character with DM and apply Tom Cruise's handling of that character in order to get him to confess you have the blueprint for dealing directly with DM. I think the other reference is "Give them enough rope..."
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#
Brad Haagemo
2010-03-25 19:12
Dear Mr. Cooper,
I was a member in good standing with the Church of Scientology for 20 years.  I left because of the corruption of the religious philosophy that I still support. You are correct that all religions are sensitive to perceived persecution and tend to lash out at anyone who is critical.  The last thing I want to see is a hatchet job on any religion, but when there is corruption it needs to be exposed.  In every conflict involving accusations and counter-accusations it is important to look at the credibility and potential motivation of each side.  David Miscavige has unopposed dictatorial power over an organization filled with dedicated and capable members. He has untold millions of dollars at his disposal with no checks or balances from anyone including the IRS. If you put any credence in the old adage that "power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely" then you have your guide to pursuing the story.
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Guest
2010-03-25 19:16
Great response!
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Michael Priv
2010-03-26 22:58
Dear Mr. Cooper,
I have been a Scientologist for 23 years and spent 18 of those at the Int Base working with David M. I was in charge of all the Church translations, escaped from there a few years ago. DM is all you will say he is, I am sure. I know all the people who helped you from the Base, we've worked together for many years, I am sure you got it right. There is just one thing that I would really like to come through loud and clear: Scientology is NOT DM and DM is NOT Scientology. Scientology is a totally valid philosophy and a system of practically applicable processes that work miracles in improving lives of those who want to use them.   You have a responsibility in getting the story across in such a way that anybody who wants to use Scientology is still able to do that after you are done with DM. Thank you very much and all the best.
Michael  





 




		

		
 




#
J.R. LeMar
2010-03-27 21:02
Anderson Cooper is one of the best journalists on TV today, I'm sure he was thorough in his report.





 




		

		
 




#
Surf Dude
2010-03-28 13:28
Dear Mr. Cooper,

One of the lynch pins of a functioning democracy is freedom of the press.  This cult opposes that concept.  I am a former member and absolutely know that this cult destroys families and ruins them financially.  It is totalitarian in nature and the current leader, David Miscavige, abuses his staff for his own enjoyment.  This cult is as much about religion as Nazism was.  In Germany, the government passes out pamphlets warning the pubic of three dangerous groups:  The neo-Nazis, fundamentalist Islam & Scientology.  Your path is clear.  Thanks for speaking out!
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#
connected
2010-03-28 13:29
Dear Mr. Cooper, Tommy Davis is supposed to be "the church spokesman". He admits there was a history of violence in the Sea Organization more precisely at the Int Base, but he was never there to witnesses them since he (Tommy Davis) was not in the Int Base picture when those violence happened. I was at the Int Base for over 10 years and in fact never heard of Tommy Davis nor I have seen him at the Int Base. His position as the church spokesman was held by someone else at the time. 

In view of gathering all the facts straight, I believe that Tommy Davis is not in position to tell what did or didn't happen at the time. 

I'm sure that if you ask many of the former Scientologists from the Int Base they will back up the fact that Tommy Davis was not there when those events happened.





 




		

		
 




#
Ed Rhett
2010-03-28 13:30
Dear Mr. Cooper,
If you are going to listen to Church spokesman, Tommy Davis, why not interview church critic, Nancy Many. Ask her about Lisa McPhearson. Balanced and fair reporting, that's what people want to hear. Ms. Many
can give you an interesting story, and document it.





 




		

		
 




#
TRUTH
2010-03-28 13:34
Thank you Steve!   I love Anderson's handling by posting this on his blog for everyone to see.  I am sure the church is now wondering how their own member Jenny "Good" fucked up DM's plans!!! :-)
Sorry little Davey, your crimes is already exposed internationally.  You can not hide any longer! 





 




		

		
 




#
Anamary Smith
2010-03-28 13:37
I am looking forward to watching this series.  I have been a Church member for many years.  I love the philosophy but have heard Tommy Davis tell absolute blatant lies about the Church's Disconnection policies.  I have been on staff and have experienced some of the abuses.  I have seen people suffer needlessly. I used to defend the Church.  But I no longer do.  The Church needs to reform.  It needs to stop acting like a cult.  The Philosophy is remarkable.  The delivery system is deeply flawed.





 




		

		
 




#
FOS
2010-03-28 17:16
Great response. 

"The church adamantly denies these allegations ..."

You mean Tommy Davis. I wonder if the blokes up at Int had a voice whether or not it would be denied. I am waiting for the day when someone like ED Int gets up on stage during a live event and says "everything you've read about David Miscavige is 99% true, he has physically attacked me and others!" The silence in the room would be deafening as the crowd awaited his next words. 



 





 




		

		
 




#
Guest
2010-03-29 08:38
Thanks---Anderson Cooper---for having the guts to put this series on the air---





 




		

		
 




#
connected
2010-03-29 16:09
hello steve, Have you seen that video of OT 7:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-Sh3hLn6PM





 




	

	
		
 




#
Thoughtful
2010-03-29 16:48
Yes, I've watched all of it. The whole six month check thing is an out-tech cash cow because LRH says you don't interrupt one case action with another (sec checks). Totally squirrel suppressive crap, and I'm sure it was not the way LRH did his own OT VII, you think? Greg Barns used to be a friend of mine. If anyone knows how to reach him, tell him to contact me.
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#
Sue B
2010-03-29 21:12
THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!!!!!!! THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR PUTTING THIS OUT FOR US TO SEE!!!! MOST SCIENTOLOGISTS WHO UNFORTUNATELY ARE BRAIN WASHED WON'T BELIEVE THAT THE LEADER BEATS UP PEOPLE... I WAS A SCIENTOLOGISTS AND I SAW A LOT OF PHISICAL ABUSE GOING ON. I MYSELF WAS FORCED TO ABUSE PEOPLE. ITS JUST SICK! I LEFT THE CHURCH BECAUSE I COULDNT TAKE IT ANYMORE. I AM VERY VERY HAPPY NOW THAT I AM A FREE PERSON
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#
Thetan Preclear
2010-03-30 02:27
Hello,

Great initative! Back in the 80's I learned once from L. Ron Hubbard that anyone in fear cannot learn or progress. This 'formula' has been misused throughout by Scn Mgmt. Up to including changing spiritual technology content. So far the internals. 

But there is more. The root may be elsewhere, not inside the Org. So we all may enjoy discharge this time, however, the basic incident must be discovered. And to this day, it isn't. If it were, then we wouldn't be posting here.





 




		

		
 




#
Arlyn
2012-07-04 02:27
Anderson Cooper needs to go behind the scenes of organized religion and all the scams people need to see of what very large Religious organizations around the world are doing in the name of God. People are being mislead some of these are living in the lap of luxary and their clergy are not in want compared to what is taken in through the collection plates. And the poor are not reaping the benefit of the so called wealth taken in for the poor.
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													Massive Ponzi Scheme

											"So, on the model of an elaborate Ponzi scheme, Scientologists are coerced to 'invest' in the dissemination of Scientology... The Cob makes a show of carrying through, but in reality he pulls the funding..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													$70 Million Fraud

											"The money is still coming in (approximately $70 million so far). The bank interest is about $200,000 per month and there is still over $200,000 in new donations per month... so you can see the strategy here..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													$100 Million Swindle

											"The total amount spent to build his own office building (for Little Dickie and the few staff he has remaining) was right around $70 million... He spent another $30 million on the house next door (which is unoccupied)..."  Learn More...					
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											"Specifically, on four separate occasions The Cob physically assaulted and violently battered individuals in my presence, sending a strong message that anyone in the room was likely to be next. Three other times he threw heavy objects at me or at my staff..."  Learn More...					
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											"Assaulting staff members at the Int base became routine with many individuals being physically attacked over and over and over again. We are talking about repeated blows to the face, choking, dragging to the ground, ripping clothes, hitting with heavy objects and so forth..."  Learn More...					
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											"Only when you see the history as well as the present will you see the whole picture, the fingerprints, the moving force behind it all and its sheer madness..."  Learn More...					
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											"staff are "off-loaded" to far flung areas to work in "small, failing" organizations, bereft of their spouses and families..." Learn More...					
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											"Little Dickie in his twisted sociopath mind sees normal, productive people as “threatening” and therefore sees a need to destroy them..."  Learn More...					
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											"According to David Miscavige, demonstrated by his own actual statistics, 98% of the population is suppressive..."  Learn More...					
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													Climate of Fear - Reign of Terror

											"Ever-increasing savage actions created a climate of fear. You could be screamed at, ridiculed, spat on, embarrassed, threatened ferociously or beaten. You could lose Scientology, your friends, family, parents, split off from your spouse, no money, no job, cast out into the world penniless and alone if you ever dream of defying The Cob" Learn More...					
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											"For example, through his destructive policies Miscavige forced hundreds of female Sea Org members at International Management to get abortions when they got pregnant. When the media started to investigate that, he came up with the solution: he ordered that husbands and wives at International Management get divorced...."  Learn More...					
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													Shaking Down Scientologists for Cash

											"Through his programs and subverted staff he extorts Scientologists into 'donating' huge sums of money, forcing thousands into debt. It's a protection racket no different from thugs 'shaking down' local business owners for cash. His specialty is crushing people..."  Learn More... 					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													How Church Financials Really Work

											"It's a lot more viable to chase down millionaires who will donate $10 million for a hand shake, some applause and a metal pin. It's not a matter of saving the planet and all the poor suffering people... it's 'Where's the BIG, FAT, EASY MONEY?' -- that's what we're talking about!..."  Learn More...					
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													Tax Exemption by Blackmail

											"Miscavige bragged that he collared the IRS Commissioner Fred Goldberg in the hallway outside his IRS office and threatened to expose him. Private investigators hired by Miscavige had caught Fred in some unethical activity. Miscavige told Fred if he didn’t cooperate, he’d immediately ruin him with full-page ads in USA Today..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Extortion of a Federal Official

											"He also bragged to a number of staff who were close to him about how he illegally obtained information which he was able to use to blackmail the IRS official who granted the church tax exemption..."  Learn More...					
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													Annie Tidman: Imprisoned for 2 Years

											"Annie Broeker Tidman, Hubbard's personal assistant right up to the time of his death, realized that Miscavige was systematically and forcefully taking over the church. She attempted to escape to rejoin her husband but was caught and brought back to California, isolated and kept under guard on a remote property for over 2 years..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Sadism in the SP Hall

											"His most infamous sadistic moment was when he told them they were going to play 'musical chairs' and only the last person to get a chair would stay and the rest would vanish without even a chance to say good-bye to friends and family, husbands or wives. The game went on for hours as staff wept bitter tears. This delighted The Cob."  Learn More...					
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													Lisa McPherson's Demise

											"Miscavige said he knew what was wrong and proceeded to write three paragraphs on what was to be said to this girl. The staff wondered how The Cob was even qualified to supervise auditing and even if he was, why hadn't he studied the folders first? The girl's name was Lisa McPherson and you know the rest."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

			
			
				
					
													Night of the Living Dead

											"Moments later came a wail of inhuman agony unlike anything I have every heard in my lifetime, before or since. The screams were so incredibly loud. Louder than any sounds I could imagine a human could make. They filled the sky and the valley and my lonely office. 20 or 30 minutes they lasted..."  Learn More...					

				

			

		

	




				

						

					

				
					





				

							

			

			
								
										
								
			
				
					
													ScientologyReviews.com

											

Discover what people really say about all things Scientology


Shocking, unbiased consumer reviews covering every Scientology book, lecture, course, auditing level, organization and program — more than 300 in all. Probe the depths or write your own honest reviews.

Click to see Scientology Reviews
					

				

			

		

	
					

															
								
			
				
					
													The Voice of iScientology

											

An answer to the corrupt monopoly of Scientology


This website is a simple answer to those who tried to monopolize and corporatize spiritual freedom: An open gateway dedicated to helping people move up to higher levels of awareness and ability under their own steam.

Click to visit iScientology.org
					

				

			

		

	
					

															
								
			
				
					
													31 Factors for Scientologists to Consider

											"Scientology has been taken over by a self-appointed dictator, David Miscavige, who has turned the Creed of the Church of Scientology, the Code of a Scientologist, and the Credo of a True Group Member on their heads and instituted the virtual practice of Reverse (Black) Dianetics..."  Learn More...
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			Is David Miscavige a crook?		
	
				
						
						
						
							100% YES						
					
	
						
						
						
							Probably yes						
					
	
						
						
						
							I don't know						
					
	
						
						
						
							Probably not						
					
	
						
						
						
							Absolutely not						
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													Stopping Scientology Working

											"Meet the abusive individual who turned Scientology into a cult, doesn't practice the religion himself, has refused auditing for 19 years, won't even do a course in Scientology. His technical alterations include the destruction of training, the re-definition of instant reads and FNs, violating the "No-Interference Zone" Policy for those on OT VII (with unnecessary sec checks every 6 months) resulting in unworkability. He tore apart international management. Abandoned dissemination programs. Contributed to Lisa McPherson's demise. And the list goes on..." Learn More...
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